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INTRODUCTION OF THE COMPUTER
CRIME ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 1999

HON. MATT SALMON
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the Computer Crime Enforcement Act of
1999. The bill provides $25 million in grants
(from the Department of Justice) to local law
enforcement officials to combat computer
crime. Specifically, the grants will be used to:
Teach State and city law enforcement agents
how to investigate hi-tech crimes; purchase
the necessary equipment to assist in the in-
vestigation of computer crime; and train pros-
ecutors to conduct investigations and forensic
analysis of evidence in prosecutions of com-
puter crime.

As you know, many businesses, educational
institutions, banks, hospitals, and other infor-
mation-intensive entities have fallen prey to hi-
tech criminals who illegally break into com-
puter systems and steal sensitive information.
And too often, local law enforcement agents
have not had the necessary equipment or
training to protect the public from hi-tech
thieves.

Computer Crime is on the rise. And compa-
nies are requiring more Federal assistance.
According to a recent report released by the
FBI and the Computer Security Institute, 32
percent of companies surveyed required help
from law enforcement agencies—up 17 per-
cent from the prior year. And, according to a
recent report by San Francisco’s Computer
Security Institute, nearly a third of U.S. com-
panies, financial institutions, government
agencies, and universities say their computer
systems were penetrated by outsiders last
year. More than half of the organizations said
their computer systems were subject to unau-
thorized access by insiders, and 57 percent
said the Internet was a ‘‘frequent point of’’ by
hackers, up 37.5 percent from 3 years ago.

We can no longer afford to be mystified by
those who commit these hi-tech crimes. The
small network that once was the electronic
home to a few scientists has become an elec-
tronic labyrinth where hundreds of millions of
people regularly pay taxes, trade stock bank,
buy goods, and send intensely personal infor-
mation. When criminal gain access to this sen-
sitive information, the consequences can be
devastating.

Computer criminals know no boundaries.
And they are becoming sophisticated to the
point that most companies aren’t even aware
that they are under attack. therefore, it is im-
perative that Congress address the needs of
local police officers who are fighting this new
wave of crime on the front lines. I urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor my bill.

IN HONOR OF WINNIE LEE BROWN
MARTIN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
honor the memory of Mrs. Winnie Lee Brown
Martin of Garfield Heights, Ohio for her years
of devotion and service to her community.

Mrs. Martin devoted her time selflessly and
wholeheartedly, balacing between the commu-
nity, a family, and her job. She was a diligent
worker and worked at the Joseph Feiss and
Company’s clothing factor for more than twen-
ty-eight years, but never let it subtract from
her life at home. Her sense of family values
lead to a warm, loving home for her two sons,
Elroy Martin, Jr. and Laddree Lee Martin, and
to her late husband, Elroy Martin, Sr. who
sadly passed away eleven years ago.

She skillfully represented her community
and was a dynamic local political leader. The
list of her achievements is seemingly endless.
She served as president of the Garfield
Heights Women’s Civic Club, precinct com-
mitteewoman, and was on the executive board
of the Garfield Heights Democratic Club. The
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections further
deputized her to assist them in the voting
process. She also contributed so much to the
community life, serving on the Council of Min-
istries of Schaffer United Methodist Church
and later, as an active member of St. Paul
United Methodist Church. She even organized
the community’s popular High Steppers drill
team. These activities did not go unrecog-
nized: in 1983 she was awarded the Phillips-
Van Heusen Corporation Award for out-
standing community service and in 1985 she
was awarded the Henry S. Trubiano Award for
service in the Democratic Club.

Mrs. Martin’s legacy lives on in her sons,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Her
dedication and her warm personality will be re-
membered with affection for many years to
come. My dear colleagues, please join me in
honoring the memory of this remarkable
woman. She will be greatly missed.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE WELLNESS
COMMUNITY, SOUTH BAY CITIES

HON. STEVEN T. KUYKENDALL
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a very special organization
in my district, the Wellness Community, South
Bay Cities. For the last 12 years, this group
has provided much needed emotional support
and educational resources for South Bay can-
cer patients.

The mission of Wellness Community, South
Bay Cities is to help people with cancer fight

for their recovery by providing psychological
and emotional support services at no cost
whatsoever to people with cancer and their
loved ones.

They are the ones who provide the support
so vital to one’s recovery. The Wellness Cen-
ter, South Bay Cities’ programs are designed
to address the loss of control, hopelessness
and social isolation that cancer patients and
their families often experience. Each year,
they help thousands of patients and families
who are battling this illness, providing assist-
ance during the difficult times.

I commend the staff and volunteers for pro-
viding such outstanding care. The South Bay
is grateful for your services.
f

A TRIBUTE TO DR. PHRA E.
KERCHEVAL

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Dr. Phra E. Kercheval,
an outstanding citizen of the United States
and a lifelong resident of the State of West
Virginia, who celebrated his 101st birthday on
May 21, 1999.

Dr. Kercheval was born on May 21, 1898 in
Horton, Randolph County, WV, to George H.
and Ella Kercheval. He graduated from
Tunnelton High School-Preston County in
1914, from Potomac State College with a Pre-
Dental degree in 1916, and from Baltimore
College of Dental Surgery-University of Mary-
land in 1921. He was a member of Sigma Nu,
Theta Nu Epsilon, and Psi-Omega Alpha
Chapter.

Dr. Kercheval is a veteran of World War I,
being a member of the U.S. Army Medical
Corps, serial number 512556, and received an
Honorable Discharge in 1918. Dr. Kercheval
established his dental practice in Tunnelton
and Kingwood, WV in 1921 and practiced for
52 years, until 1973. He founded and estab-
lished the Kercheval Memorial Clinic with the
cooperation of Dr. John Lehman in July, 1939.
He was instrumental in establishing the cur-
rent Preston Memorial Hospital in Kingwood,
WV in 1952.

Dr. Kercheval is a member of the American
Legion and has held the position of Post Com-
mander on five occasions, is Past Commander
of the State of West Virginia 1944–1945, was
on the National Executive Committee 1947–
1958, served on the National Rehabilitation
Committee, and was one of the organizers of
the Mountaineer Boy’s State. He met with
Senate and House leaders in regard to vet-
erans’ benefits during his activity with the Na-
tional Rehabilitation Committee.

Dr. Kercheval is also a member of the
American Dental Association, the West Vir-
ginia Dental Association, and the
Monongahela Dental Association, the IOOF,
and is a 32nd degree Mason and Shriner.
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Dr. Kercheval resides with his wife of 59

years in Kingwood, WV and enjoys visits with
his daughter, Barbara Kercheval, his son Phra
E. Kercheval, Jr., as well as from his three
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed a privilege to pay
tribute to such an outstanding citizen as Dr.
Phra E. Kercheval, who has been an inspira-
tion to so many other Americans, and I am
happy to have the opportunity to wish him
many more happy years of fruitful life in his
beloved state of West Virginia.
f

THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO CELE-
BRATES THEIR 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it is my personal
honor and privilege to rise today and pay trib-
ute to my State’s Capitol, my Congressional
district which I have served for the past 20
years, and my home; the City of Sacramento
on their 150th anniversary.

In January of 1848, James Marshal reached
into the American River near Sacramento and
retrieved a small nugget of gold. This dis-
covery gave birth to California’s gold rush and
provided a prosperous foundation for Sac-
ramento to thrive.

At the confluence of the Sacramento and
American Rivers, the City of Sacramento grew
quickly, cradled by the fertile land of the Cen-
tral Valley. On August 1, 1849, Sacramento’s
City Council convened for the first time and
began drafting the City Charter. On March 18,
1850, the City of Sacramento became the first
incorporated city in the State of California.

Since that time, Sacramento has developed
a national and international reputation for
progress and innovation. From its early days
as the terminus for the Pony Express and the
Transcontinental Railroad, to its current seat
of government for the nation’s most populous
state, Sacramento has embraced its destiny in
defining the ever-changing face of California.

Today, instead of Sacramento’s riches com-
ing from the surrounding hills of gold, our
riches come from the great wealth of people,
culture and diversity. As the 7th largest city in
California, and the 38th largest city in the Na-
tion, we owe our prosperity to the men and
women who have sacrificed and dedicated
their lives to the social and economic strength
of our City.

Spanish explorer Gabriel Moraga bestowed
upon our City the name Sacramento, meaning
holy covenant with God. As the City of Sac-
ramento begins its 150th anniversary, I en-
courage the people of Sacramento to make a
personal covenant with each other, to honor
our history, respect our diversity, and chal-
lenge us all to ensure a prosperous future.

This evening, the City of Sacramento will
begin a yearlong celebration of its 150th anni-
versary at a special City Council meeting at
City Hall. As a former member of the City
Council, I would like to personally congratulate
the Mayor and the City Council for achieving
such an honorable milestone.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the City of Sacramento on
their 150th anniversary. Sacramento’s golden

history is reflected often throughout the City
and is a constant reminder of the wealth of
opportunity, which continues to grace the peo-
ple of Sacramento.

f

IN HONOR OF THE VERY REV-
EREND FATHER MIKHAIL ED-
WARD MIKHAIL, D. MIN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Very Reverend Father Mikhail E. Mi-
khail, D. Min who celebrates the Silver Jubilee
of the Priestly Ordination for 25 years of serv-
ice at the Saint Mark Coptic Orthodox Church
of Cleveland.

The Very Rev. Fr. Mikhail E. Mikhail began
his service to God at a young age as a stu-
dent of several Coptic Orthodox Church lead-
ers in Cairo, Egypt. He excelled in his studies
and was fortunate to enter the Coptic Ortho-
dox Theological Seminary in Caro which he
came under the patronage of his most influen-
tial mentor, H. H. Pope Shenouda III, who was
the H.G. Shenouda, Bishop of the Christian
Education and Dean of the Seminary.

In 1972, the Very Rev. Fr. Mikhail, then
Deacon Mounier, graduated from the Semi-
nary and was assigned to serve at St. Mary
Coptic Orthodox Church in Masarra Shoubra
in Cairo. Shortly after, he became the first
consecrated deacon to serve in the United
States at the St. Mary & St. Antonius in
Queens, New York. Only a year later, in 1974,
he was called back to Cairo and on May 11,
1974 Deacon Mounir married Seham Samuel.
On August 23, 1974 Deacon Mounier was or-
dained the Priest Mikhail Edward Mikhail by H.
H. Pope Shenouda III at St. Marks Cathedral.

In 1975, Fr. Mikhail and his wife arrived in
Cleveland to begin his new ministry as the first
resident pastor of the St. Mark Coptic Ortho-
dox Church. Here he served a community
which was about fifty families large as well as
other Coptic communities in Columbus, Day-
ton and Cincinnati in Ohio; and Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania and Minneapolis-St. Paul, Min-
nesota.

Fr. Mikhail took the lead in the building of a
new church in Cleveland in the traditional
Coptic style which officially opened in 1988.
The Very Rev. Fr. Mikhail has dedicated his
life in the past 25 years to the spiritual growth
and enhancement of the Coptic community in
Cleveland. As a result of his guidance there
has been a revived interest in true Coptic Or-
thodox religious practices that have brought
people closer to God. As a father, a teacher,
and friend, the Very Rev. Fr. Mikhail has been
a blessing to the Coptic community both in
Cleveland and abroad.

My Fellow colleagues, join me in honoring
the Very Rev. Fr. Mikhail, a man who has
dedicated his life to God, freedom and the
well-being of all people.

HONORING STEPHEN JOSEPH
MASTO, SANTA BARBARA CITY
FIREFIGHTER

HON. LOIS CAPPS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 8, 1999
Mr. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with

a heavy heart to honor the service and pay
tribute to Santa Barbara City Firefighter, Ste-
phen Joseph Masto who died in late August
while helping battle a wildlife in Los Padres
National Forest.

At the young age of 28, Stephen had al-
ready devoted his career to public safety. Be-
fore serving in the Santa Barbara City Fire De-
partment, he served as an apprentice fire-
fighter in the Brea fire Department in Orange
County, as a reserve officer at fire depart-
ments in Upland in San Bernardino County,
and Los Alamitos in Los Angeles County, and
as a volunteer disaster worker in Long Beach,
CA. Clearly, Stephen was committed to serv-
ing the common good.

In remembering Stephen, we can never
repay him for his dedication, hard work, or ulti-
mate sacrifice. Rather, we must honor him by
being especially mindful of the brave men and
women firefighters he left behind to carry on
the selfless work of protecting the lives and
safety of their neighbors in times of need. Like
Stephen, these are true heroes in every sense
of the word.

I know that I speak for the entire community
when I extend my most heartfelt condolences
to his family and loved ones who will miss
Stephen terribly. We only hope that their warm
memories of this heroic man will sustain them
in this moment of grief.
f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2684, DEPARTMENTS OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND HOUS-
ING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT,
AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. DEBBIE STABENOW
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 5, 1999

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening to oppose the rule for H.R. 2684, a
bill making appropriations for the VA–HUD
and Independent Agencies for Fiscal Year
2000, which does not allow a vote on the Ed-
wards/Stabenow/Evans amendment.

Mr. Speaker, this amendment would have
added $730 million to Veterans Health Care.
The VA estimates that the adoption of our
amendment would have allowed an additional
140,000 veterans to receive the health care
they need. Instead, this budget continues the
under funding of critical medical care for those
who have served our country in the armed
services.

Today, there are 20,000 fewer VA medical
staff then there were just 5 years ago. What
does this mean for our veterans? Due to these
staffing shortages, a veteran in Tennessee
with multiple sclerosis was forced to wait 4
months to be seen by a doctor. Others have
been forced to travel over 300 miles just to re-
ceive x-rays. And there are more examples of
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